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How to get the best from a Structure Search 
 
 
I know the structure of Codeine, how can I find what information is available? 

STEP 1 

Select the Search option from the top toolbar and choose Structure Search from the side 
navigation menu. Click on the structure picture to activate the structure editor. 

STEP 2 

There are three ways to enter a chemical structure: 

1. From a chemical name you can auto-generate a structure by typing in the name and selecting 
Convert. 
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Click Accept to accept the structure or Draw or Edit to change features of the structure. For 
example you might want to change the pre-defined stereochemistry of the bonds. 

2. Alternatively, you can draw the structure in your favourite drawing package and save as a mol, 
sdf, cdx or skc file to your desktop. Upload the file to ChemSpider using the Load button. This is 
also the way to use any existing structure files you have in a ChemSpider search.  

There are also options to Load a structure from a JPEG or GIF image, which will run an OCR process 
and let you correct any errors before accepting the structure. 

3. You can also draw the structure using one of the two Java-based structure drawing applets 
available in ChemSpider: ACD/Labs SDA and Symyx JDraw.  Use the Draw or Edit to select and 
activate the applets. 

STEP 3 

Once the structure is submitted, CLICK on search and display the record view. 

 

Patent information can be available for many substances in ChemSpider. Click on the title to link to 
the full record in SureChem. 
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Other links can take you to literature references, RSC journals & databases, property data and 
spectra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rsc.org/

